MARLBOROUGH
By the 25th the King has been brought back to the fold.
" The King/' says the Ambassador, " promises he will not
see Sedley again. He loves his wife. Elk est Italienne et
fort glorieusel" On the 28th he observes, " Liberty of con-
science can only be established by a Nonconformist Parliament.
In conjunction with this an Irish army will play its part. It
is being filled with Catholic officers." On February 19,
" Permission has been given for Catholic books to be printed.
The King is holding to his course in spite of a Court cabal
which urges him to summon Parliament." On March 25 :
The King has spoken to me with great confidence of all his
designs which are directed principally to the advantage of the
Catholic religion which he believes your Majesty has equally at
heart, having worked with so much success for the destruction of
heresy in France.
" And/' he adds, " The Catholic party is on top." May 27:
" The troops are in camp at Hounslow." June 21 : James
has told him that things are not going as well as he hoped.
There is a cabal against him. Murray, the Scottish Com-
missioner, has found proofs of a secret correspondence
between the Prince of Orange and the Scots. June 24:
" The King is anxious to punish anti-Catholic preachers
and for this purpose has set up an Ecclesiastical Com-
mission." August 12: " The Bishop of London refuses
to recognize this jurisdiction." On September 13, "It is decided
not to call Parliament until the following year." October 13 :
" James has sent priests to Jersey and Guernsey to convert
the Protestants." December 23: "Rochester prefers to quit
the Treasury rather than become a Catholic." December 30:
" The King has told the Ambassador that the Treasurer must
be a man in sympathy with his own ideals, and as Rochester
was not, the Treasury would be put in commission." James
tells the Ambassador that " Rochester favoured Calvinists."
But he reports on January 13,1687, that" Rochester's dismissal
causes great consternation at Court: all fear for their posts."
In February comes his first mention of Dykevelt's visit.
Dykevelt is expected to concert avec les Milords Protestants.
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